
Nature Watch in and around the Colne Valley… Mike Grealy 
	

The long summer silence is over. Robins have returned to their territories. Short 
bursts of song punctuate the air.  Perhaps, half a dozen can be heard from the 
garden. Not the rich and confident song of spring but a more subdued wistful 
message, just to let the neighbours know they are there and to steer clear. The 
neighbouring robins respond in kind. 
 

Wood pigeons and collared doves also greet the rising late summer sun with a 
burst of song - a five note repeated song from the woodpigeon and a simple coo-
coooo-coo from the dove. Sadly they are no longer accompanied by the distant 
trrrrring of turtle doves, although a welcome recent addition to the morning chorus 
is the mewing of a pair of buzzards over the woods. 
 

Evidence of the approaching autumn is already upon 
us.   Squirrels are already caching beech nuts in the 
garden.   Deer are becoming more vocal in the woods 
as they warm up for the rut.  Dragonflies and butterflies 
are on the wing, feeding up before laying eggs.  They 
have been joined by migrants from the continent. 
Watch out for painted ladies, which have drifted over 
from France.  This one was seen at Marks Hall. 

 

The sky over St Andrews Church is empty. For a few short 
weeks the screech of swifts competes with the steady drone 
of the traffic. The swifts are long gone.  Also now departing 
are juveniles cuckoos, left by parent birds to make their own 
way to West Africa.  This one was photographed on Old Hall 
Marshes. Still around for a week or two are spotted 
flycatchers (pictured on the cover).  Once a familiar sight in 
the Colne Valley they can turn up anywhere.   
 

A steady stream of gulls head inland over the village each morning to search out 
newly ploughed fields. They return replenished about half an hour before sunset, 
flying high over Chalkney Wood to their roosting sites in the Blackwater estuary. In 
the woods flocks of tits (blue, great, long-tailed and coal) have been joined by 
goldfinches and warblers. It’s all about safety in numbers. The warblers will feed 
up for another month or so before embarking on the long return journey south to 
Africa or the Mediterranean. 
 

In the wider countryside flocks of goldfinches, linnets and house sparrows are 
already on the move taking advantage of the abundance of seeds.  At the coast 
autumn bird migration is building up. Waves of wading birds are passing through 
en route to their wintering grounds as far south as South Africa. It won’t be too 
long before thousands of geese and ducks flood across the North Sea to take up 
winter residence on the coastal marshes. 
	


