
 
 

Can you identify this bird from its silhouette? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The answer is on page 5 in the first of a new series of wildlife 
articles.  We have ‘borrowed’ Mike Grealy, who is a resident 
of Earls Colne and keen amateur ornithologist, to give us an 

idea of what to look out for in and around the Colnes at 
different times of the year. 

 
White Colne News is published by White Colne Parish Council.  For more info 

about the Council and White Colne visit our website, www.whitecolne.co.uk 
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Village Events in and around White Colne 2016/17… 
  
Tuesday Sept 20th Parish Council Meeting Village Hall, 7.30 pm 

 

Tuesday Nov 15th Parish Council Meeting Village Hall, 7.30 pm 
 

Sunday Dec 11th  Carols on the Green Village Green, 6.30 pm 
 or 18th *** Provisional dates ***  
 

Tuesday Jan 17th Parish Council Meeting Village Hall, 7.30 pm 
Saturday  Jan  21st Wine Tasting Evening Village Hall, 7.30 pm 

 
Further pub nights may be arranged, primarily depending on broadcast 
sporting fixtures. If there are any events which you think should be in a 
new programme please get in touch with any parish councillor (contact 
details on page 8) or with the editor, address below. 

 
In addition to the regular Parish Council meetings held on the third 
Tuesday in January, March, May, July, September & November, 
interim meetings are arranged as required. 

 
Newsletters are distributed 7 to 10 days prior to Parish Council 
meetings.  If you have any news items or want to advertise please email 
sueandpeternorris@btinternet.com by the end of the previous month. 

  
New to the village?     
 

A few years ago the White Colne Heritage Group produced a walks 
leaflet, which would be a good starting point to explore the area.  
Copies of the leaflet are available from the dispenser on the rear 
wall of the village hall, alongside the car park.    

Also useful for new residents is our Village Design Statement. 
Produced in 2010, it contains much information about the village, 
and residents’ views on how the community should develop.  There 
are still copies available from the Parish Clerk (contact details on 
page 8) or by emailing sueandpeternorris@btinternet.com 
  

Don’t forget… the best place to find the latest info on village events, 
local news, Parish Council reports, Neighbourhood Watch, church 

news and goings on at the village hall is… 
www.whitecolne.co.uk 
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Dear Residents  
 
 

We hope you have all had a good summer and have been able to enjoy 
the lovely August sunshine, although at the time of writing this our 
gardens are desperate for some rain. 
 
We have noticed that the community barbecue on the Meadows has 
been in use. Thank you to Kozo who used his DIY brick building skills to 
complete the project, also donating the metal grills. Thanks also to 
Gareth Rushbrook, of Rushbrook Contracts  who donated the bricks 
enabling us to provide this new community asset for just the cost of the 
mortar. Let's hope for an Indian summer so that we can make full use of 
the barbie. 
 
Overgrown footpaths have continued to be a problem throughout this 
year, but it appears that ECC Highways department are now managing 
to get around the network to start clearance. We are in discussions with 
them as to how to avoid the same situation next year. 
 
One of our long-standing and experienced councillors, John Watt, has 
regretfully decided to stand down due to increased work commitments. 
John has been a keen member of our team for well over 10 years, and 
his input will be greatly missed. This means of course that we have a 
vacancy on the Council, and as we are between elections, we have the 
power just to co-opt a candidate. If you would like more information 
about the work of the Council and the implications of becoming a 
Councillor don't hesitate to contact me or any Councillor. 
 
We have our next meeting on Tuesday September 20th, which of course 
the public are invited to attend - for all or part of the evening. On the 
agenda is the planning application to regularise the wedding venue on 
Chalkney Meadows. If you have a view, either in favour or against, the 
Parish Council will as always welcome your comments. 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 

Jane Taylor, Chair, White Colne Parish Council 
Tel 01787 222477, email jane.taylor5@icloud.com   
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Your Allotment is waiting for you… Parish Council 
 

At this time of year allotment holders 
are really benefitting from their 
labours.  There are several White 
Colne allotments currently vacant and 
available at very reasonable rentals. If 
you are interested then please 
contact a Parish Councillor  (contact 
details on page 8). 
 

 

Bottle Bank Recycling… Peter Norris 
 

Braintree District Council is responsible for the weekly emptying of the 
bottle bank behind the village hall, but they will only remove glass for 
recycling.  The Parish Council installed two dustbins for paper, plastic 
bags and cardboard waste only – i.e. the bags and boxes used to bring 
bottles to the bank.  This was intended to tackle the problem of waste 
being left on the ground alongside the bottle bins, attracting vermin.  
 

It would be preferred if users took their cardboard, paper and plastic 
home for their kerb-side recycling, but the dustbins are there for that 
purpose if needed.  The Parish Council has to organize the collection 
and removal of this non-glass recycling.  These bins are only emptied 
fortnightly to meet the recycling collection in Bures Road.  Unfortunately, 
the depositing of other waste in the bins is jeopardizing the Council’s 
ability to recycle and they get very full making them difficult to handle.   
 

When the bins were emptied at the end of August contents included 
several take away pizza boxes with half eaten meals inside, many 
plastic drinks bottles with drinks remaining, a plastic bag full of an 
unidentified heavy material (definitely not recyclable) and a used baby’s 
nappy – not very pleasant.  So would users please… 
 

- only deposit glass bottles and jars in the correct coloured glass bins, 
- take other materials home for collection with your other recycling 
- do not leave any other items at the bottle bank 
- if the bottle bins are full, do not leave glass on the ground.  BDC is 

not obliged to load loose items onto their vehicles. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation 
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Nature Watch in and around the Colne Valley… Mike Grealy 
	

The long summer silence is over. Robins have returned to their territories. Short 
bursts of song punctuate the air.  Perhaps, half a dozen can be heard from the 
garden. Not the rich and confident song of spring but a more subdued wistful 
message, just to let the neighbours know they are there and to steer clear. The 
neighbouring robins respond in kind. 
 

Wood pigeons and collared doves also greet the rising late summer sun with a 
burst of song - a five note repeated song from the woodpigeon and a simple coo-
coooo-coo from the dove. Sadly they are no longer accompanied by the distant 
trrrrring of turtle doves, although a welcome recent addition to the morning chorus 
is the mewing of a pair of buzzards over the woods. 
 

Evidence of the approaching autumn is already upon 
us.   Squirrels are already caching beech nuts in the 
garden.   Deer are becoming more vocal in the woods 
as they warm up for the rut.  Dragonflies and butterflies 
are on the wing, feeding up before laying eggs.  They 
have been joined by migrants from the continent. 
Watch out for painted ladies, which have drifted over 
from France.  This one was seen at Marks Hall. 

 

The sky over St Andrews Church is empty. For a few short 
weeks the screech of swifts competes with the steady drone 
of the traffic. The swifts are long gone.  Also now departing 
are juveniles cuckoos, left by parent birds to make their own 
way to West Africa.  This one was photographed on Old Hall 
Marshes. Still around for a week or two are spotted 
flycatchers (pictured on the cover).  Once a familiar sight in 
the Colne Valley they can turn up anywhere.   
 

A steady stream of gulls head inland over the village each morning to search out 
newly ploughed fields. They return replenished about half an hour before sunset, 
flying high over Chalkney Wood to their roosting sites in the Blackwater estuary. In 
the woods flocks of tits (blue, great, long-tailed and coal) have been joined by 
goldfinches and warblers. It’s all about safety in numbers. The warblers will feed 
up for another month or so before embarking on the long return journey south to 
Africa or the Mediterranean. 
 

In the wider countryside flocks of goldfinches, linnets and house sparrows are 
already on the move taking advantage of the abundance of seeds.  At the coast 
autumn bird migration is building up. Waves of wading birds are passing through 
en route to their wintering grounds as far south as South Africa. It won’t be too 
long before thousands of geese and ducks flood across the North Sea to take up 
winter residence on the coastal marshes. 
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Neighbourhood Watch…         Sue Norris 
 

 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Essex	Police	is	launching	a	new	‘Active	Citizen’	programme,	expanding	on	
an	existing	volunteer	framework,	enabling	members	of	the	public	to	
become	involved	in	supporting	their	local	community,	through	
volunteering	with	local	police.	
	

The	new	scheme	will	incorporate	a	number	of	existing	programmes,	such	
as	Volunteer	Police	Cadets,	Home	Guard,	Dog	Watch,	Active	Citizens	Horse	
Watch	etc.,	but	the	overall	scheme	will	go	much	further.		Examples	could	
include	involvement	in	crime	prevention	or	assisting	with	some	police	
back	office	functions.	
	

Opportunities	will	be	provided	to	volunteers	from	the	age	of	18	plus.			It	
will	be	a	fantastic	opportunity	for	those	looking	for	work	experience,	or	for	
adding	skills	to	the	CV,	and	to	gain	invaluable	experience	in	customer	
service	and	problem	solving,	setting	our	Active	Citizens	apart	from	other	
candidates,	when	applying	for	employment.			
	

If	you	are	interested	and	would	like	to	receive	more	information	on	
becoming	an	‘Active	Citizen,’	email:		active.citizen@essex.pnn.police.uk 	

WEARE
RECRU園丁菓NG
AC丁漢VEC音丁IZEN

Haveyoueverthoughtofvo漢untee看音ng
fo寡EssexPo音iくetOhe菓pp音eventく喜ime
inyou■a看ea?
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・Workinpa看tne「shipwithpo看i⊂eand⊂OunCilteams?
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Recent and Future Events…    Peter Norris 
 

Unfortunately, as you will be aware, our regular programme of pub 
nights, quizzes and other events has had to be cancelled.  The Events 
Committee is currently unable to run events at the previous frequency 
but will be organizing occasional evenings in the Village Hall. 
 

The first of these will be a Wine Tasting evening in January – details 
are on the back page.  These have proved very popular in the past, 
and the format will be similar to previous tastings, but numbers are 
being limited to 50 this year.  Book early to make sure of your place. 
 

If you have ideas for future evenings, particularly making use of our new 
TV, whether featuring broadcast sports, other TV or film events, or any 
other suggestions, the Events Committee would like to hear from you. 
 

We are also sorry to report that the Craft Fair planned for November has 
been cancelled. In spite of early interest from stallholders we did not get 
sufficient firm bookings to make it worthwhile.  Perhaps next year? 
 
St Andrews Church News…         Thomas Weatherill 
 

It’s been a busy August at St Andrew’s Church, with two couples choosing to 
get married here in White Colne, and enquiries coming in for future years. If 
you would like to consider your village church for your wedding please do not 
hesitate to contact our team vicar Revd Peter Allen on 01787 220347. 
 

We will be celebrating the village Harvest Festival this month, on Sunday 18 
September at 5pm. All the fresh produce donated is given to Chalkney House 
after the service, and this year we will also be making a donation to Halstead 
Food Bank. All are welcome. 
 

And finally an advance notice for the diary, we will be marking Remembrance 
Sunday with a service starting at 3pm followed by laying a wreath at the village 
War Memorial. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Forthcoming services: 
Sunday, 18 September, 5pm: Harvest Festival. 
Sunday, 2 October, 10:30am: Holy Communion. 
Sunday, 16 October, 10:30am: Morning Worship. 
Sunday, 6 November, 10:30am: Holy Communion. 
Sunday, 13 November, 3pm: Remembrance Sunday. 
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Introducing……        John Woolmore 
 

John, has recently joined the Parish Council: 
 

‘I have lived in White Colne for nearly 6 years.  I am an accountant by 
profession working as an interim finance manager mainly for charities. 
My interests are history, architecture, archaeology and gardening, to 
name but a few.’ 
 
 
 

  Your Parish Council… Phone No. and Email 
 

 Jane Taylor, Chair 222477 jane.taylor5@icloud.com 
 John Brace, Vice Chair 251687 
 Jim Bond 224310 
 Bill Paxton 222467 
 Joan Tanous  
 John Woolmore  
 
 David Williams, 224895  
 Parish Clerk  david@greenlandsfarm.freeserve.co.uk  
 
All councillors are involved in Planning and Finance issues.  
Other responsibilities are allocated as follows: 
Village Hall Management Committee- Cllrs Taylor, Paxton; 
Meadows Management Committee- Cllrs Taylor, Brace, Paxton; 
Highways - tba;  Allotments - tba;  
Community Liaison - Cllr Taylor.  

 
 
 
  

Defibrillator Training…  Monday 3rd October 1930-21-30 
 

Free places are available to residents who wish to learn basic life 
support and to operate the defibrillator, which is now installed in the 
village telephone box. 
 

If you wish to attend you MUST book a place. Call Jim Bond on 
224310 or email jim@jimbond.me.uk not later than 22nd September. 
 

This invaluable skill is easy to learn and may prove helpful in a 
family emergency. 
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WHITE COLNE PARISH COUNCIL 
Summons and Notice of Meeting and Draft Agenda 

Notice is hereby given that a Meeting of the Parish Council will be held at The Village 
Hall, Bures Road, White Colne on Tuesday 20th September 2016 at 7.30pm. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 
 

2. Declaration of Interests by members on items shown on this agenda 
 

3. To approve as a correct record minutes of the meeting held on 19th July 2016 
 

4. Matters arising from the minutes not dealt with elsewhere 
 

  Public Question Time when members of the public may ask questions or make a 
statement about the parish council or other matters of local concern.   
 

 Planning  Pre-Application  - none 
 

5. To receive reports from Essex CC and Braintree DC Councillors 
 

6. Planning Matters 
(a) Applications  
16/01352/FUL - Land At Chalkney Meadows Colchester Road - Change of use of land 
to form seasonal wedding venue (1 May to 30 September inclusive) including erection 
of three linked Tipis  
16/01460/VAR - Proposed Essex Air Ambulance HQ The Airfield Earls Colne - 
Application for variation of Condition 8 approved application 09/00548/FUL and 
Section 106 Agreement - to extend operating hours by two hours per day to 2400hrs 
(b) Advice of Planning Applications approved by Braintree District Council (BDC) 
16/00990/FUL - Colneford House, 40 Colneford Hill - Installation of ground mounted 
photovoltaic panels 
(c) Any other Planning Matters raised by Members 
 

7. To receive a report and consider further action regarding the Heads of 
Agreement for the transfer of WCPC land to ECC in return for the transfer of the 
Village Hall land to the WCPC 
 

8.Community Liaison 
(a) To receive an update on issues 
(b) Any other matters raised by Members 
 

9. White Colne Meadows 
(a) To receive an update on issues 
(b) Any other matters raised by members  
 

10. Village Hall   
(a)  To update members on management issues  
(b)  Any other matters raised by members 
 

11. Financial Matters 
(a)  Payment of accounts since the last meeting  
(b)  Financial statement 
(c)  Any other financial matters 
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12. Village Green –  
    To consider a revised quotation for refurbishment of the village sign. 
 

13. Highways 
(a) To receive an update on issues  
(c) Any other matters raised by members 
 

13. Allotments  
(a) To receive an update on issues 
(b) Any other matters raised by members 
 

14. Correspondence received which is not dealt with elsewhere 
 

15. To consider any other matters received since the preparation of the agenda 
and which the chairman considers urgent 
 

Signed: D K Williams    Clerk to White Colne Parish Council  
 

******************************** 
 

WHITE COLNE PARISH COUNCIL 
Abridged Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at The Village Hall, Bures Road, 

White Colne on Tuesday 19th July 2016 at 7.30 pm. 
 

Present: Cllr Bond, Cllr Brace, Cllr Paxton, Cllr Taylor (Chairman), Cllr Tanous,  
Cllr Woolmore  
 

Also Present: Clerk D Williams, Braintree District (BDC) Cllr Siddall and 1 member of 
the public attended. 
 
850. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – BDC Cllr Spray. 
 

851. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – None 
 

852. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING – - The minutes of the last 
parish council meeting of 17th May 2016 which had been previously circulated, were 
agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

853. MATTERS ARISING  
Cllr Bond said that a reply to Essex County Council (ECC) Highways should be sent 
following their advice that the clearance of the gullies in Colne Park Road is not a 
priority and is not scheduled for work at present. He proposed that they should be 
advised that this will be a flooding issue in winter and that we wish to put this on 
record, asking again when will the job be done. Members agreed. 
 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS  
The meeting was suspended for public questions and statements.  
(i).  A parishioner said that the planning application for 41 Colchester Road for a 
bungalow will over develop the site, it will remove two parking spaces on the 
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development leaving two parking spaces for two large detached properties. The 
bungalow might end up as a chalet bungalow. Parking is also an issue for the 
bungalow. 
The meeting was resumed. 
 

854. REPORT FROM BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
BDC Cllr Siddall said that there will be a new grant scheme in September when a 
£1,500 grant from each District Councillor will be spread across four parishes. 
Cllr Taylor asked if the parish council and BDC could have play equipment in 
partnership. Cllr Siddall said that he would look into this. 
 

855. PLANNING MATTERS  
 

(A) APLICATIONS 
16/00879/VAR & 10/00537/OUT - 41 Colchester Road - Application for variation of 
condition nos. 3 and 7 of approved application 10/00537/OUT (Erection of two storey 
rear extension and first floor side extension to existing dwelling and alterations 
including reduction in building width, rationalise existing parking area and erection of 
two storey dwelling house with parking and amenity areas and formation of new 
vehicular access), Levels and turning facilities - We object to the retrospective changes 
to the original planning approval due to non compliance. 
16/00899/OUT - 41 Colchester Road - Erection of detached bungalow to rear of no. 
41, lay out parking and amenity areas, construct private drive with new vehicular 
access onto Colchester Road, form retaining walls, and alter parking and amenity 
areas to existing dwellings - We object to this development as it will over develop the 
site, it will restrict the gardens of the other two properties reducing their amenities, it 
will reduce the parking for the two main detached properties, it is out of character with 
the pattern of nearby development, and there will be a loss of amenities to the 
residents of the bungalow as they will be overlooked by the other detached properties. 
16/00990/FUL - Colneford House 40 Colneford Hill  - Installation of ground mounted 
photovoltaic panels - We support this application in line with our village design 
statement. 
16/01192/FUL - 11 Colneford Hill - Proposed loft conversion, including the insertion of 
roof lights - No comment. 
 

(B) ADVICE OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS APPROVED BY BDC 
15/00918/FUL  Acorn Cottage Bures Road - Change of use of existing barn to run a 
business from the premises 
16/00565/FUL  Baggaretts Farm Dawes Hall Road  - Proposed new forage, fodder and 
general purpose store 
16/00830/FUL - 1 Colne Park Road - Erection of rear and side extensions and internal 
alterations and replacement garage 
 

(C) ADVICE OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS APPROVED BY PLANNING 
INSPECTORATE ON APPEAL 
15/00031/COUPA APP/Z1510/W/16/3142243 - Tymbar Weir Farm, Wakes Colne Road 
- Application for a prior notification for Proposed Change of Agricultural Building to a 
dwelling house (Class C3) 
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(D) Cllr Taylor said that BDC planning enforcement department is dealing with the 
complaint regarding the containers on the land at The Meadows, Colne Park Road and 
as the containers are still on site the clerk was asked to obtain an update on this. 
 

856. CONSIDERATION OF A REPORT ON THE HEADS OF AGREEMENT FOR 
THE TRANSFER OF WCPC LAND TO ESSEX CC IN RETURN FOR THE 
TRANSFER OF THE VILLAGE HALL AND LAND TO WCPC.  
Cllr Taylor said that our agent had recently met with ECC and the developer and 
matters are still proceeding. The picket fence in front of the hall will be renewed. 
 

857. COMMUNITY LIAISON 
Cllr Taylor referred to the parish council’s agreement to fund repairs to the war 
memorial to a maximum of £500 and said that there were no developments. 
Cllr Bond said that following the installation of the defibrillator the parish has joined the 
Community Heartbeat Trust scheme named VETS which is a phone system providing 
a volunteer to bring the defibrillator to patients who cannot get to the defibrillator. Cllr 
Bond said that the ambulance service will undertake the training for the use of the 
defibrillator in September. 
Cllr Taylor said that there was a good attendance for the recent family picnic and 
barbeque on the Meadows and £90 donations were received. There will be costs to 
deduct from this. Cllr Brace said that the parish council will thank Colchester Brewery 
for the donation of a barrel of beer for this event. Cllr Taylor said that the pond dipping 
event carried out free of charge by Daws Hall Nature Trust went well, and that the 
Trust considered that the pond was in good condition. 
Cllr Bond said that a quotation for £300 to repair the village sign on the green had 
been accepted last year, and the clerk was asked to follow this up with the contractor 
to establish when the work will be done. 
 

858. WHITE COLNE MEADOWS 
Cllr Paxton said that work is being done on the issues highlighted in the risk 
assessment for the Meadows. The handyman is to remove the wire from the football 
pitch fence and replace some wire with wood. The dead trees along the chase have 
been removed, and signs and fencing around the pond has been done. The water tank 
is to be removed and another stand pipe to be provided inside the allotments fencing. 
Cllr Taylor said that the ROSPA report highlighted the damage being caused to the 
play equipment by grass strimming and asked the clerk to write to the contractors 
advising them of this. Cllr Taylor said that the handyman will be asked to repair the 
splintered picnic table. 
The clerk was instructed to ask Mr Hadley to quote to cut the wild flower meadow as 
he has done in previous years and if the cost is the same as previously, to ask him to 
proceed. 
 

859. VILLAGE HALL 
Cllr Taylor said that the ROSPA report highlighted that notices are required for the play 
equipment, and Cllr Bond said that he would look into this matter. 
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Cllr Taylor said that a hall management committee meeting is required to discuss the 
survey that has been completed for the village hall by Mr David Smith. The committee 
will then report in September regarding the work that should be done. 
 
860. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
(a).The clerk reported that, following receipts and payments since the last meeting, 
there is a credit balance of £17,455.41, of which the balance held in reserve for the 
Heritage Fund is £314.74 and the balance held in reserve for Village hall maintenance 
and works is Nil.  Thus the balance of unallocated funds is £17,140.67  
 

Bank Balances 17.05.16      £ 21,129.40 
Add Receipts                       £   1,580.87 
Sub Total                             £ 22,710.27  
Less Total Payments            £  5,254.86 
Bank Balances 19.07.16      £ 17,455.41 
 
(b).The clerk advised that the internal audit for the Annual Accounts for the year ended 
31 March 2016 had been completed and the report dated June 2016 from the internal 
auditor had been circulated to all members. The opinion of the report was that:- 
The working out of the implications of the desire to recover input VAT for the village 
hall continues. Incorporating all the village hall transactions in the year end accounts 
was successfully accomplished. More work is now needed to bring all processes up to 
the standard expected when dealing with public money. I am confident that all those 
involved will continue to work together successfully to this end. 
 

Recommendations were:- 
1. More consideration needs to be given as to what extent and how the financial 
transactions relating to the village hall should be included in the other processes of the 
council, especially with respect to regular reports to the Council and capture of all VAT 
paid.  
 

2. A receipt book must be introduced to record payments for hire of the village hall and 
income should be banked more regularly. It may also be advantageous to encourage 
more payments by electronic transfer or cheque.  
 

3. Consideration should be given to including the village hall under the main council 
insurance policy.  
 

4. The village hall cleaners should be paid at least the national minimum wage.  
Members agreed to these recommendations. 
 

The Annual Return has been sent to the external auditor. 
 

(c) Cllr Bond said that the internal auditor recommended that bank signatories to the 
village hall account must be parish councilors. He proposed that the village hall bank 
account is transferred to the control of the parish council and that it is covered by the 
same bank mandate as for the main account, and that all parish councilors should 
become signatories. A letter should be sent to Nat West advising them of this signed 
by the existing signatories where possible. He proposed that until these mandate 
arrangements are completed, the Parish Council main account covers the expenditure 
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of the village hall account until funds can be reimbursed. This was all agreed and a 
cheque to P Norris was agreed for £456.90 being reimbursement of the PRS license of 
£111.60 and Aon Insurance of £345.30 that he has paid. 
It is noted that Discretionary Rate Relief from Braintree District Council will be 
reviewed once the village hall is under the control of the parish council and not a 
village hall committee or charity. Cllr Taylor said that the VAT benefits should be borne 
in mind. 
It was agreed that the bank mandate should specify any two signatories to sign jointly. 
It was internally agreed that one of the signatories be either the chair or vice chair and 
one other. 
 

(d) It was agreed that electronic banking facilities be provided by Nat West for both the 
village hall and the main bank accounts under the Bankline Lite arrangements which 
can accept instructions from two signatories. The clerk is to be the administrator of the 
main account and savings account, and the clerk and the village hall treasurer are both 
to be administrators of the village hall account.  
(e) Members queried two payments to the Rural Community Council of Essex for 
annual subscriptions to the village hall and the parish council, and the clerk was asked 
to establish the benefits of both subscriptions and report bank. 
 

861. HIGHWAYS 
Cllr Taylor said that ECC Highways had invited the parish to join in the salt bag 
scheme again this winter. Cllr Taylor outlined the difficulties of the scheme including 
the considerable monitoring required and members decided not to join the scheme. 
The clerk was asked to advise ECC, ask for a stock of salt as we have our own 
arrangements with salt bins purchased by the parish council and also ask for the salt 
bins to be filled up. 
Cllr Taylor said that there have been a number of complaints regarding overgrown 
footpaths, and the clerk was asked to write to the ECC Parish Paths Partnership, 
advise them of these complaints, and that as a pro active parish council we wish to 
work in partnership so that local landowners can become involved in cutting and obtain 
reimbursement from ECC. 
Cllr Taylor asked that the clerk contacts ECC Highways regarding the long standing 
works agreed to the top and bottom of the village green, and ask what is causing the 
delay in implementation. Braintree Association of Local Councils did not appear to 
raise these issues at the last Local Highways Panel meeting. 
Cllr Taylor said that Boley Road is on ECC list for Quiet Lane status as agreed works, 
but the budget has not yet been allocated for it. 
 

862. ALLOTMENTS 
Cllr Taylor said that the unused triple plot in the corner adjacent to the pavilion could 
be used as a sensory garden with raised beds, and funded from S106 monies. 
 

There being no further business the parish council meeting was closed at 9.35 pm. 
 

Approved minutes of previous parish council meetings may be inspected by 
arrangement with the clerk  - telephone 01787 224895 
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  This newsletter is printed by

Leo Design, Print and Promotions
Berewyk Hall Court, Bures Road
White Colne, Colchester, CO6 2QB
Tel: 01787 220080  Fax: 01787 222056
Email: info@leoprint.co.uk
www.leoprint.co.uk
www.leoprintpromotions.co.uk

Our holiday cottage agency is expanding into Essex. 
We are looking for properties of character  

to add to our agency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are looking into running a holiday cottage, or 
have a suitable property already, please contact 

Grove Cottages: Tel 01787 211 115 
Or email  karina@grove-cottages.co.uk 

www.grove-cottages.co.uk 
   

Our average occupancy rate is 83% per year 
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Come	and	choose	from	our	delicious	range	of	Award	Winning	Ice	Cream	
and	Sorbets	available	from	our	self-service	Ice	Cream	shop.		Seasonal	
Special	Flavours	of	Elderflower	&	Lime	Ice	Cream	and	our	new	
Strawberry	&	Elderflower	Sorbet	will	be	available	as	soon	as	the	
elderflowers	flower.		Grown	in	the	village	and	made	in	the	village	–	you	
can’t	get	much	better	than	that!	

	

Having	a	Party?	Our	VW	Ice	Cream	Dub,	Ice	Cream	Bike	or	Barrow	are	
all	available	for	parties,	weddings	and	celebrations	–	please	see	our	

website	for	more	details:	www.icecreambyappointment.co.uk	
	

Shop	opening	times:		11am	to	6pm	everyday	on	a	self-service	basis	
Home	Farm,	Colne	Engaine,	CO6	2HU		tel	01787	220420	

Our local care team has been providing 
award winning quality homecare
since 1989. 

A family run company we offer you a 
one-to-one full time Live-in Care service 
that enables you or your loved one to 
remain at home with compassion and 
dignity by assisting with: personal care, 
companionship, errands and housekeeping.

So if you are looking for an alternative to 
residential care or as a short term 
answer whilst recovering from illness or 
operation - then we’re here to help.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
The Home Care Specialists

To find out how we can help you, 
call: 0808 180 1016 or 
visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk Rec
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Michael J Byles 

 

Plumbing & Heating 
 

Oil Boiler Installations 
 

Servicing & Maintenance 
 

Oftec registered 
 

General Plumbing & Heating work also undertaken 
 

Telephone: 01206 822 225 
  

Mobile: 07717 012 433 
 
	

E-mail: michaeljbyles@aol.com 

MDJ 
LANDSCAPE 

GARDENING SERVICES 
 
 

Garden planning 
Grass cutting, Strimming,  
Chemical Weed Control,  

Fencing, Hedging & Pruning, 
General garden Services 

 
 

Free estimates from Mark 
01787 220374    07908 722884 
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Special Offer on Sliding Wardrobes 
20% Discount on all Orders  

White Colne, Colchester CO6 2QF

t 01787 227 064   e pool@whites-farm.co.uk

www.whitesfarmswimmingpool.com

A luxury private hire 
swimming pool for your 
exclusive and regular use
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WANTED: IDEAS AND VOLUNTEERS 

 

Could you help?  We are looking for ideas 
for new events in the Village Hall.  We 

have this fantastic new facility, ideal for 
showing sporting events, films, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What would you like to see? 

Rushbrook 

Building    Shopfitting   Joinery 

Maintenance 

01787 224561       07976 754632 

Trading in your local area for over 25 years 

www.rushbrookcontracts.co.uk 
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Wine Tasting Evening 
Saturday, 21st January 2017 

Bar open at 6.30, Supper & Tasting at 7.30 pm 
in the Village Hall. 

The Bar will offer a limited selection of drinks until closing at 10.30  
 

We will be serving a three course supper and tasting six 
wines, all of which can be purchased locally.  We will be 
finalizing the menu and wines shortly, but there will be a 

vegetarion option for the main course. 
 

Tickets £15.00 (ticket only event) 
 

If you are interested please email Peter, 
sueandpeternorris@btinternet.com with the number of 

tickets you need and any vegetarian requirements. 
Numbers are limited to 50 so it is first come, first served. 

White Colne Village Hall is available  
for your event…  

children’s parties, meetings, classes, social 
events, etc     

 

Hire rates for our modern, well-equipped hall are very competitive.  
Single hire rates are £10.00 per hour for the hall plus £15.00 per 

session for use of the kitchen. 
Discounted rates are available for long term bookings.  

 

Interested in booking or if you would like to take a look at our 
modern facilities contact Sam, tel 07718732223,  

email parker.samantha2021@gmail.com 


